
World Youth Day USA Webinar 
on Safety, Security, and 

Global Awareness
Featuring:

William (Bill) Barry, U.S. Embassy/Consulate in 
Portugal
David Goodfellow, U.S. Embassy/Consulate in 
Portugal
Inês Sena Esteves, Lisbon Local Organizing 
Committee
Fatima Godfrey, USCCB WYD Coordinator
Paul Jarzembowski, USCCB LMFLY Secretariat
Deacon Bernie Nojedera, USCCB Child & Youth 
Protection
Host:   Dr. Charlotte McCorquodale, 
Ministry Training Source



Our Lady of the Visitation,

you who arose and went with haste towards the mountain 
to meet Elizabeth, lead us also to meet all those who 
await us to deliver them the living Gospel:

Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord!

We will go in a hurry, with no distraction or 
delay, but with readiness and joy.

We will go peacefully, because those who take Christ 
take peace, and well-doing is the best well-being.

Our Lady of the Visitation, with your inspiration, 
this World Youth Day will be the mutual celebration
of the Christ we take, as you once did.

Make it a time of testimony and sharing, fraternization, and giving 
thanks, each of us looking for the others who always wait.

With you, we will continue on this path of gathering, so that our 
world will gather as well, in fraternity, justice, and peace.

Help us, Our Lady of the Visitation, to bring Christ to everyone, 

obeying the Father, in the love of the Spirit! Amen.

Let’s pray 
the 
official 
prayer 
for the 
World 
Youth Day 
journey 
to Lisbon 
2023



Updates on the 
United States’ 
journey 
toward World 
Youth Day in 
Lisbon, 2023



The U.S. Embassy and 
Consulate in Portugal



The U.S. Embassy and 
Consulate in Portugal

The U.S. Embassy in Lisbon can help you in many ways, whether 
you have lost your passport, need to evacuate the country, 
or someone back in the U.S. needs to get in touch with
you, the U.S. Embassy is the point of contact for assistance 
in many different situations, such as:

• Lost or stolen passports
• Helping locate medical services for U.S. citizens
• Helping facilitate the transfer of money
• Limited assistance navigating legal systems
• Assisting victims of crime and connecting with the local police

See the U.S. Embassy in Portugal website at https://pt.usembassy.gov/



Lisbon 2023 
Local Organizing Committee 



USCCB Secretariat of Child & 
Youth Protection



Passports and Visas

Validity – All passports must be 
valid for at least six months 
after your planned departure 
from Europe (until Feb. 2024).

If you need a new passport –
Apply now, as wait times can 
be lengthy in April and May.

Make a copy of your passport –
Keep your passport in a hotel safe 
or in a safe location. Carry the
copy of your passport with you.



Additional Notes on 
Passports and Visas

Lost or stolen passports – Fill out the 
lost/stolen passport form and new passport 
application. Be sure to bring extra passport 
size photos. Have access to extra money to 
pay the fees. Bring U.S. citizenship evidence 
(esp. a photo/photocopy of the passport). 

Report lost/stolen passport to the local police. 

Work with the U.S. Embassy/Consulate 
through this process.



Additional Notes on 
Passports and Visas

Children under 16 – If they need a replacement 
passport, US State Department requires a statement of 
consent from both parents to issue a passport. Group 
organizers should consider requesting the parents to 
complete those forms before they travel, just in case.

Non-US residents – If any participants do not have a 
U.S. passport, they will need to check to see if they 
need a visa to enter Portugal (and the rest of the 
Schengen zone) and work with USCCB to coordinate 
the Portuguese visa application process.



Safety and Security in 
Lisbon

Enroll in STEP – Should any emergencies arise, the U.S. State 
Department will send out alerts to those enrolled in the Smart 
Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP): https://step.state.gov/step/. 

• Crime and public safety 
• Event entrances and backpacks
• Safety and security preparations
• Security personnel and military
• Heat and weather preparedness

Additional Concerns – Be mindful of the following issues:

• Emergency responsiveness
• Group mindfulness
• Following direction and guidance
• Traffic and transportation safety
• Trails, rivers, ocean, and field safety

https://step.state.gov/step/


Medical and Heath Issues

Medical Insurance – Check your medical insurance to see if you are 
covered outside of the U.S. (and the addition of evacuation insurance). 
Be realistic about medical conditions, as medical capacity and infrastructure 
in Portugal may be tested with the increased numbers that week. Some medical issues 
are also covered by the pilgrim insurance package included for registered participants. 

Payment – Doctors and hospitals may expect cash/credit payment prior to treatment. 

Prescription Medication – Pack enough to last the entire trip, including extra in case of 
unexpected delays. Carry medications in the original labeled containers and pack them in 
a carry-on bag. Ask your pharmacy or physician for the generic equivalent name of the 
prescriptions in case you need to purchase additional medication abroad.



Travel and 
Transportation Issues

Public Transportation – WYD participants will have free access to 
Lisbon’s public transportation system. However, this system may not be able to 
accommodate the large numbers of visitors expected and roads may also be jammed.
Prepare to frequently walk by foot within Lisbon.

Airport Arrival – Upon arrival in Lisbon (airport code: LIS), 
please follow the signs through security check points and 
the port of entry and passport check. 

Public transportation (metro) is available from the airport.
The red line departs the airport every 5-15 minutes. 
The Aerobus, taxi, and Uber services are also available. 





Legal and Youth 
Protection Issues

Diocesan Policies Regarding Minors – Review in advance and
communicate with group members the arch/diocesan policies 
and legal expectations regarding travel and events with minors.

Adult and Youth Training – Make sure all members of your delegation/group are trained 
in child and youth protection, regardless if any minors are part of the traveling group. 
Adopt an attitude of safety and protection for all young people at WYD.

On-Site Youth Protection Measures – Simple accommodation situations with minors; 
general policies from WYD and Lisbon regarding child and youth protection; background 
checks; reporting; and establishing safe environments at WYD events and settings.



Emergency Readiness at 
World Youth Day

Emergency Contact Persons/Plans – In advance, have individuals
in the United States and with the traveling delegation who will serve
as the lead emergency contact persons. Establish a meeting place and
protocol plan for what to do in case of any internal or external emergency situation.

Hospitals – Locate the nearest medical facilities to your housing location, catechetical 
site, along pilgrimage routes, outside of Lisbon, and the WYD central events.

Lisbon Emergency Number – Dial 1-1-2 for any issues you would call 9-1-1 in the USA.

Communications Strategies – Make use of cell phones, text messaging, push notifications 
(i.e., FlockNote), or WhatsApp to strategize both internal and external communications. 



Questions and Concerns?



Next Webinar: 
Preparing Pilgrims for Spiritual and 

Social Consciousness 
in a Global Setting

Wednesday, May 10, 2023 – 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. ET

Mar Munoz-Visoso 
USCCB Executive Director of 
Cultural Diversity in the Church

Fr. Rafael Capo
St. Thomas University (Miami) Vice 
President for Mission and Ministry

Annapatrice Johnson
Laudato Si’ Movement North 
America Senior Prgm. Manager

To register: https://usccb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WjMoailPS2enB7fPzdjZ-g

How can we accompany 
our Lisbon-bound and 
stateside WYD pilgrims to 
be more culturally aware, 
ecologically sustainable, 
and spiritually ready?

Join us for the May 2023 
WYDUSA webinar to 
prepare your pilgrims in 
the best way possible.


